[Disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIG) with massive hyperfibrinolysis in metastatic uterine cancer. Observations on the effects on the coagulopathy of various treatments (a case report)].
We report on a 64-year-old patient with a recurrent endometrial carcinoma which was associated with disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC) and excessive hyperfibrinolysis. The patient presented with severe bleeding due to hypofibrinogenemia. Fibrin degradation products were excessively elevated and there were also increased levels of activation markers of coagulation. Free plasmin was demonstrated in the circulation and alpha 2-antiplasmin was almost completely depleted. No increase in t-PA or u-PA level was demonstrated. Antifibrinolytic treatment led to a decrease of fibrin degradation products, but to an increase of activation markers of coagulation and was not associated with an increase of fibrinogen. Combination chemotherapy led to a rapid decrease of activation markers of coagulation and a sustained increase of fibrinogen. The beneficial effects on DIC/hyperfibrinolysis occurred despite the absence of any measurable effect of chemotherapy on the tumour. The patient finally died due to progression of the tumour, but without recurrence of the DIC/hyperfibrinolysis.